
Washdays  

Keeping the family clothing, sheets and towels clean was a tough job 

and washday took the best part of a whole day. Most families now have 

automatic washing machines but the oldest people will remember big 

baskets of laundry done by hand.  Running water was not always 

available and even if it was, it was rarely hot.   

Those raised in the 50s and 60s might have used a twin tub which 

included a wringer or a spinner. It had to be attached to a tap and 

drained into the sink or another outlet.   

Getting laundry dry was a mammoth task for most of the year in Ireland. 

Some useful questions to trigger discussion 

Was a certain day dedicated to washing? 

How was the water heated?   

What soap/soap powder was used for washing? 

In what order was the washing undertaken?   

How were the collars and the grubby bits of clothing cleaned? 

What was used to whiten the shirts and sheets? 

How was the hot washing handled? 

How was the excess water wrung out of the laundry? 

How were nappies washed? 

Where was the washing hung to dry –in summer /in winter?  

Do you remember the iron?   

Were certain items of clothing starched?  

  



The images below can be downloaded,  printed and used to trigger 

memories  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=reckitt's+blue+bag&id=760D9EAB6AACEAE56B3183132036D26106942B53&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sunlight+soap+bar&id=A369F47D21ABB740AE587CE68007B5E171E66618&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=persil+vintage+powder&id=04CF70E27133D4D76AA8D00857BE6747AC72E32E&FORM=IQFRBA


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+vintage+colmans+starch&id=0A914D080CA537DED9633B13358714C9BED22317&FORM=IQFRBA


  



 


